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FPCUG Notes for October 2022 
    Editor: Frank Fota (fotafm@gmail.com) 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (All Meetings Begin at 7:00 PM) 
Unless otherwise noted, General Meetings 
will be held at Fredericksburg VFW Post 
3103, located just south of the Route 1 
bridge over the Rappahannock River at  
2701 Princess Anne Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401.   
General Meetings will also be live-streamed virtually using the 
Zoom video conference platform.  Workshops will be live-streamed 
virtually using the Zoom video conference platform only.  A link to 
join us via Zoom will be emailed to all before each meeting. 
 

-- Tues, Oct 11: FPCUG Board of Directors meeting (Zoom virtual meeting). 

-- Thurs, Oct 13: General Meeting (an in-person and Zoom virtual meeting).  FPCUG 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor, Frank Fota, will facilitate a discussion about Ethical 
Hacking following the presentation of two TED talks, Ethical Hacking and Subverting the 
Internet by Thomas Webb (Tom London) and Hackers – The Internet's Immune System by 
Keren Elazari.  Refreshments will not be served so plan to eat before you come. 
 

GENERAL MEETING RECAP 
APCUG Region 2 Advisor, Gabe Goldberg, presented “An Introduction to 
Advanced Mousing: Windows Context Menus” and “Hard Disk Sentinel” – 
Hard disk drive and solid-state drive monitoring and analysis software.  
Gabe’s presentation was very informative and everyone who attended 
learned a great deal.  The FPCUG looks forward to Gabe’s next visit. 

 
THE FPCUG HELPDESK AT GROUPS.IO 
Based on suggestions made during our Annual Appreciation Dinner, the FPCUG has 
established a Helpdesk on the email communications platform Groups.io (i.e., FPCUG-
Helpdesk@groups.io).  I encourage you to register.  A moderator will approve new 
members who can then post questions, share photos, or simply chat.  As our group grows 
in size on Groups.io, we will establish a calendar for meetings, workshops, and other 
events.  Unlike real-time (synchronous) chats or instant messaging, group members are 
not forced to be online all at the same time.  This provides time for members of the group 
or a group moderator to research questions and provide detailed answers or potential 
solutions.  Groups.io says that “Email fosters thoughtful communication.”  I couldn’t agree 
more.  I understand the reluctance of FPCUG members to participate using a social media 
platform.  Social media websites are poorly secured, have become targets for hackers, 
and are truly anti-social!  Groups.io is not a social media platform.  It makes use of 
electronic mail and an expansive set of web-based group communication tools.  Please 
register and help us to share our collective knowledge and love of computers. 

mailto:/fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
https://groups.io/
mailto:FPCUG-Helpdesk@groups.io
mailto:FPCUG-Helpdesk@groups.io
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Veterans+of+Foreign+Wars/@38.3205863,-77.476137,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6ea01bf369b13:0xc5e7e08dce2c203a!8m2!3d38.3183778!4d-77.4712783?hl=en
https://fpcug.org/
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WHERE ARE THE DEFAULT WINDOWS ICONS LOCATED? 
Searching for a program or shortcut icon online can be frustrating and locating a familiar 
Windows icon equally so.  An online search will produce hundreds of custom-made icons.  
Many of these icons are not free.  Where are Windows icons stored?  Writing for Digital 
Citizen, Codrut Neagu lists Windows icons stored in Dynamic Link Library (.DLL) files. 

%systemroot%\system32\imageres.dll %systemroot%\system32\networkexplorer.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\shell32.dll %systemroot%\system32\pnidui.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\ddores.dll %systemroot%\system32\sensorscpl.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\pifmgr.dll %systemroot%\system32\setupapi.dll 
%systemroot%\explorer.exe %systemroot%\system32\wmploc.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\accessibilitycpl.dll %systemroot%\system32\wpdshext.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\moricons.dll %systemroot%\system32\compstui.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\mmcndmgr.dll %systemroot%\system32\ieframe.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\mmres.dll %systemroot%\system32\dmdskres.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\netcenter.dll %systemroot%\system32\dsuiext.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\netshell.dll %systemroot%\system32\mstscax.dll 
%systemroot%\system32\wiashext.dll %systemroot%\system32\mstsc.exe 
%systemroot%\system32\comres.dll  

You can also find icons located in: actioncentercpl.dll, aclui.dll, autoplay.dll, comctl32.dll, 
filemgmt.dll, ncpa.cpl, url.dll, xwizards.dll (all in %systemroot%\system32\).  Icons can 
also be stored in executable files (.exe) and traditional icon files (.ico).  Note that 
%systemroot%\system32\ is the system32 folder in the system folder (i.e., 
C:\Windows\System32\).  The icons in the image below are located in the ddores.dll file 

and they represent “…hardware devices and resources, 
such as speakers, headphones, screens, computers, 
remotes, gaming pads, mice and keyboards, cameras, 
and printers.”  If you wanted to change one of your 
icons to one of the many icons located in the ddores.dll 
file, you would right-click with your mouse the icon you 
wished to change and select properties.  You would 
then “Browse” to the C:\Windows\System32\ddores.dll 
file and select the icon you wish to use from the list.   

Then select OK to 
grant administrator 
permission for the 
change (i.e., select 
continue). 

 
I like to use unique icons for programs and files because I maintain many of them on my 
desktop.  Exchanging default icons with icons I have found online and in Windows .dll files 
have made it easier to navigate my desktop.  There are additional examples of the icons 
present in Windows .dll files in the article linked above.  Check them out. 
 
 

https://www.digitalcitizen.life/where-find-most-windows-10s-native-icons/
https://www.digitalcitizen.life/where-find-most-windows-10s-native-icons/
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INCREASE YOUR WINDOWS LAPTOP’S BATTERY LIFE 
Many people purchase laptop computers rather than a desktop because of their versatility 
(e.g., they are mobile and take up less space).  If you take your laptop on the road or 
move it from place to place and you don’t want to remain connected to a wall outlet, 
battery life can be improved by changing a few Windows settings.  Your display uses a 
great deal of energy so reducing the brightness will increase battery life.  To decrease the 

brightness of your display, select the Action Center on 
the far right side of the taskbar and move the Brightness 
slider to adjust the brightness.  The Brightness slider 
may be absent if you are using an external monitor.  To 
change the brightness on an external monitor, use the 
buttons on it.  Closing programs that normally operate in 
the background can also extend battery life.  Many of 
these background applications can 

be found running in the system tray.  They are typically hidden so 
you may have to click on the carat symbol to “Show hidden icons.”  
Nine of the applications running in the background on my laptop 
computer can be closed.  If you are in doubt about which 
applications can be closed, right-click on each.  If you see “Exit,” the 
application can be closed.  Windows 10 and Windows 11, takes the 
guesswork out of this process by enabling “Battery Saver Mode” 
automatically when the battery has less than 20% of its rated 
charge.  You can enable the Battery Saver Mode at any time (e.g., 
when you know you are going to be unplugged for an extended 
period).  To enable the Battery Saver Mode in Windows 10, click on 
the battery icon in the Windows notification area and drag the power 
mode slider to the left (i.e., Best Battery Life).  Enabling “Battery Saver” is slightly different 
for Windows 11 users.  Procedures for enabling “Battery Saver” can be found in an article 
written by Benj Edwards at How-To Geek. 
 
REDUCE STRESS BY VIEWING ART 
With all that’s happening in the world these days, a little stress reduction would be a good 
thing.  A study conducted by the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics “…showed that 

even very brief viewings can have significant effects, leading to 
lower negative mood, anxiety, and loneliness, as well as higher 
subjective well-being.”  The short viewing had effects similar to 
nature experiences and visiting a physical art gallery.  The 
research suggests that adding an Art viewing experience to a 
stressful setting like a waiting room or a hospital would reduce 
stress.  The researchers concluded that “…that online cultural 
engagement, including but not limited to fine art, does seem to be 
a viable tool to support individuals’ mood, anxiety, loneliness and 

well-being especially when such content is beautiful, meaningful, and inspires positive 
cognitive-emotional states in the viewer.” 
 

https://www.howtogeek.com/755292/how-to-turn-on-battery-saver-on-windows-11/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.782033/full
https://www.bing.com/th?id=OSAS.130060A9535776EE16A4AE4B4D0FC0A2&w=608&h=345&c=7&rs=1&qlt=100&o=6&pid=Tech
https://scitechdaily.com/images/Colorful-Human-Brain-Illustration.jpg?ezimgfmt=ng%3Awebp%2Fngcb2%2Frs%3Adevice%2Frscb2-1
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PRODUCTS YOU SHOULD NOT SKIMP ON 
Given two similar products, most people choose the lowest cost product.  
However, some products are truly worth the price you pay.  Technology writer 
for How-To Geek, Tim Brookes, says “there are some products where the 
added expense can vastly improve your experience or give you additional 
peace of mind.”  He lists seven products that you should skimp on: 

1.  Power adapters.  Cheap power adapters can place your products at risk.  
They may also lack the ability to support fast charging and other features that the 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) has included.   
2.  Surge Protectors and Power Banks.  Risks are similar to cheap power 
adapters.   A quality surge protector or power bank is insurance against 
device failure.  Caution – do not plug one surge protector into another in a 
daisy chain.  The total load rating for the surge protector may be exceeded. 
3.  Graphics Cards.  If gaming is a concern, a large portion of your 
computer budget will be dedicated to a quality graphics card.  Mr. Brookes 
says that ”You should match your choice of GPU with your budget and 
expectations.  For example, you can spend less on a graphics card if you’re 
targeting a resolution of 1440p. On the other hand, if you’d want full 4K HDR gaming at 
frame rates of 60 fps or better you’ll need to spend considerably more.”  I advise you to 
also consider the manufacturer’s warranty.  Some manufacturers and vendors are more 
likely to stand behind their products than others. 
4.  A “Daily Driver” Notebook Computer.  Modern notebooks are 
not upgrade-friendly.  This is especially true with MacBooks and 
Chromebooks.  Purchasing components with a system is typically 
cheaper than purchasing them after you receive your notebook.   
A better performing CPU and GPU, more random-access memory 
(RAM), and a higher capacity hard disk drive or solid-state drive will future-proof your 
purchase.  You should therefore consider spending a bit more on a notebook computer 
that you intend to use daily for 3 or more years. 
5.  PC Power Supplies.  A quality power supply (PSU) won’t improve the 
performance of your PC.  However, the PSU supplies power for all your 
PC components to function properly.  Daisy-chaining or splitting power 
cables from your PSU can also result in exceeding the rated load of the 
cable.  And if your $875 GPU is on the end of that cable… 
6.  Game Controllers.  A Chinese imitation of a Sony, Microsoft, or 
Nintendo controller may be inexpensive.  However, it may not perform 
consistently over time or be comfortable to use.  The original controller 
produced by or for the game console or PC is sure to work best. 
 7.  Headphones and Headsets.  Apple AirPods and Sony (or 
Bose) Active Noise Canceling earbuds and headphones produce 
excellent sound, have many features, and are exceptionally 
comfortable.  They are also very expensive.  There are many 
less expensive alternatives that you might consider.  However, you should do your 
homework before considering any of them.  Check out the reviews from audiophiles online 
(e.g., Scott Wilkinson at TechHive.com) and from verified customers on Amazon.com. 

https://www.howtogeek.com/822730/7-tech-products-you-shouldnt-skimp-on/
https://www.techhive.com/
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/71Idvy++uOL._AC_SL1500_.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/81pa4xJtnQL._AC_SL1500_.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/81R5ky5GZLL._AC_SL1500_.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/61h2elWhPZL._AC_SL1280_.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/710giQRHyQS._AC_SL1500_.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/61iMG1ddWZL._AC_SL1200_.jpg
https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/61G9yF+ZbEL._AC_SL1500_.jpg
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APPLE AIRPODS PRO 2 
And speaking of Apple AirPods – The 
Apple AirPods Pro 2 has one feature that 
makes them worth $250; Adaptive 
Transparency.  What is Adaptive 
Transparency?  To explain this feature, 
you need to understand Active Noise 
Cancellation and Apple's transparency 
mode.  The Apple AirPods are Active 
Noise Cancelling (ANC) earbuds.  
Wikipedia says “A noise-cancellation 

speaker emits a sound wave with the same amplitude but with inverted phase (also known 
as antiphase) relative to the original sound. The waves combine to form a new wave, in a 
process called interference, and effectively cancel each other out – an effect which is 
called destructive interference.”  Senior Technology Editor for Lifehacker, Jake Peterson 
says, “Transparency Mode uses the microphones on your AirPods to pump in the sounds 
around you. With the right fit, it seems like you’re not wearing earbuds at all.”  Adaptive 
Transparency Mode reduces the intensity of any sound over 85 decibels (dB) which, in 
effect, saves your hearing.  Mr. Peterson adds that “Bose has [sic] similar feature with its 
QuietComfort Earbuds II, but, according to PCMag, it isn’t as well developed as Apple’s 
offering.”  If you frequent loud surroundings (e.g., attend rock concerts), these intensity-
altering earbuds may be a reasonable expense.  They don’t muffle the sounds around you 
like earplugs, they allow you to hear clearly at a lower intensity.  Apple is testing Adaptive 
Transparency Mode on first-generation AirPods Pro and Apple’s iOS 16.1 can reportedly 
enable this feature.  How well the previous generation chip performs this feat will be 
judged subjectively by the user.  If you are interested in the new feature and currently 
using first-generation AirPods Pro, you could save yourself $250.    
 
DO NOT GOOGLE TECH SUPPORT OR CUSTOMER SERVICE NUMBERS 
The internet is a safe place as long as you know where you are going.  Once you inquire 
about your destination in practically any search engine, all bets are off.  Scammers have 
an answer waiting for you at the top of your search page claiming to represent the 
company you are seeking technical or customer support from.  If you click on the 
scammer’s link, you may be redirected to a competitor’s website and asked to purchase 
their product.  You may be redirected to a gambling or pornography website.  However, it 
is equally likely that your PC will become infected with malware or ransomware.  If you are 
a customer of the company that you are seeking technical or customer support, be sure to 
check that the real web address is part of the URL.  Be very suspicious of a website that 
asks you to call them by phone.  Remember, you are seeking computer support, not 
phone support.  Writing for Rick’s Tech Tips, Rick Rouse says “Visit the site directly and 
look for a link labeled either ‘Tech Support’, ‘Support’ or ‘Customer Service.’  You'll find 
the real number you need to call on those pages.”  Some of the scam websites appear to 
be legitimate.  If you are uncertain about a link, hover over it with your mouse.  The URL 
will briefly appear at the bottom of your browser screen and you can see where the link 
intends to take you before you click on it. 

https://lifehacker.com/this-feature-makes-airpods-pro-worth-the-cost-1849601971
https://www.pcmag.com/reviews/bose-quietcomfort-earbuds-ii
https://rickstechtips.substack.com/p/why-its-risky-to-google-a-tech-support-382?isFreemail=true
https://i.kinja-img.com/gawker-media/image/upload/c_fit,f_auto,g_center,pg_1,q_60,w_965/b3038de050827e80100bf374d70e248e.jpg
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Photos / Graphic Designs of the Month 

Photo by Frank Fota – 9/2/22, 7:20 PM, Pixel 3 XL (1/320 sec. f/1.8 4.44mm – ISO 48) 
 

 

 
Photo by Frank Fota – 9/2/22, 7:54 PM, Pixel 3 XL (Panographic 3590 x 1676) 

 

Fredericksburg Nationals versus the Delmarva Shorebirds 
at the Virginia Credit Union Stadium 
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Graphic (Fractal) Designs by Cliff Dalseide 

 
-- Paisley Variations -- 
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EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY  
Paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca 
Coe and historical data from the websites http://www.computerhope.com/history/, 
http://www.historyorb.com/, and http://computerhistory.org/. 
 
-- Oct 1 -- 

 
 
A Metrolink engineer at the helm of a commuter 
train in Los Angeles, CA, was found to have been 
text messaging seconds before colliding with a 
freight train (2008).  25 people were killed in the 
accident and numerous injured.  Many states have 
passed laws enforcing hands-free only cellular use 
that restricts drivers from the distracted driving 
inherent in hands-on texting and cellular phone. 
 
 
 

-- Oct 3 -- 
John Bardeen, Walter Brattain, and William Shockley patented 
the transistor (1950). The three AT&T Bell Laboratories 
researchers had successfully tested the first of their devices 
two years earlier. The transistor started a revolution in 
computer engineering that led to the development of the 
semiconductors, microprocessors, and integrated circuits 
common in modern computers. 
 
-- Oct 5 -- 

The Linux Kernel (operating system) was released (1991).  Twenty-one-year-old 
Linus Torvalds created the Linux Kernel while studying Computer Science at the 
University of Helsinki.  In 1991, Torvalds asked in a Usenet message for feedback 

and advice on an operating system he was developing as a hobby.  Torvalds and 
thousands of programmers from all over the world collaborated to produce a General 
Public License for the Linux Kernel.  Tux, the penguin, is an instantly recognizable icon of 
Linux.  Tux is said to have been named by James Hughes as an abbreviation for Torvalds 
Unix and was created by programmer Larry Ewing. 
 
-- Oct 6 -- 
Instagram launched in 2010.  Before setting up Instagram 
with Mike Krieger, co-founder Kevin Systrom interned at 
Odeo, (i.e., Twitter).  He worked for two years at Google; 
on Gmail and the Google Reader during his first year, and with the Corporate 
Development team during the second.  Instagram has 30 million+ users, and following its 
launch, Instagram for Android was downloaded over 1 million times on the first day!  A 
deal was struck with Facebook for the $1 billion purchase of Instagram in April 2012. 
 

http://www.iceni.com/blog/events-in-computing-history-%e2%80%93-september/
http://www.computerhope.com/history/
http://www.historyorb.com/
http://computerhistory.org/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/35/Tux.svg/220px-Tux.svg.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/28/Instagram_logo.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c2/Bardeen_Shockley_Brattain_1948.JPG
https://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/01october-1.jpg?w=600
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-- Oct 6 -- 
Lotus Development Corp. began public trading (1983) 
after the company earned $12.3 million for the previous 
12 months.  The company, founded by Mitch Kapor and 
Jonathan Sachs in 1982, found success with the popular 
spreadsheet Lotus 1-2-3. 
 

-- Oct 7 -- 
The Computer Bowl Begins (1988).  The first round of The Computer 
Bowl, an annual televised game show of computer trivia pitting the gurus 
of the East versus the wizards of the West. Mitch Kapor and Bill Joy were 
the MVPs, winning a place on the all-star team. 
  
-- Oct 9 -- 
The first consumer use of home banking via computer by the United American Bank 
occurred in Knoxville, TN on October 9, 1980. 
 
-- Oct 11 -- 

Microsoft Office 2013 was released on October 11, 2012.  A product key 
was issued by Microsoft for this edition of Office, rather than the usual 
disc format, providing users with a quicker installation via Microsoft’s 
application streaming system.  Changes to Microsoft’s licensing 

agreement for Office 2013 meant that transferring software from one machine to another 
was no longer permitted (i.e., digital download software restrictions applied). 
 
-- Oct 11 -- 
Dorr E. Felt was granted a patent for the Comptometer (1887).  He 
experimented with an adding device that he built in a "macaroni box."  
The Comptometer, an adder, displayed a single register of results. 
Subtraction was carried out by nines-complement arithmetic, and 
multiplication by repeated addition. The device was a commercial success for businesses, 
and "Comptometer schools" were established early in the 20th century to teach the 
efficient operation of this machine. 
 
-- Oct 12 -- 

Steve Jobs Introduced the NeXT Computer he conceived of 
after moving on from Apple Computer Inc., which he co-
founded with Steve Wozniak.  Although the NeXT ultimately 
failed in the marketplace, it introduced several features new 
to personal computers, including an optical storage disc, and 
a built-in digital signal processor that allowed it to play 
recorded voice messages for certain alerts, such as "Your 
printer is out of paper", and object-oriented languages that 

simplified programming. The relatively high price of $6,500 limited sales. NeXT Computer 
Inc. eventually became NeXT Software Inc. and then was bought by Apple in 1997. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c2/Comptometer.jpg
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-7rbBd1KzJ60/UmzwjyeXQCI/AAAAAAAAAFs/SGk6RWNSWts/s1600/lotus-1-2-3.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/next-computer.jpg
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-- Oct 13 -- 
Ameritech Mobile Communications (now Cingular) launched the first US cellular network 
in Chicago, Illinois (1983). 
 
-- Oct 14 -- 

October 14th is the anniversary of the British Computer 
Society (BCS), founded in 1957.  BCS is one of the several 
international societies that have an affiliate membership 

relationship with the IEEE Computer Society.  Since 1984 BCS has operated under a 
Royal Charter which requires it to: "...promote the study and practice of Computing and to 
advance knowledge therein for the benefit of the public." 
 
-- Oct 15 -- 
The first FORTRAN reference manual was released, six months before 
the first compiler's release (1956).  Only 60 pages long, with large print 
and wide margins, that first programming language was minuscule by 
today's standard. The original FORTRAN development team 
comprised John Backus, Sheldon Best, Richard Goldberg, Lois 
Mitchell Haibt, Harlan Herrick, Grace Mitchell, Robert Nelson, Roy 
Nutt, David Sayre, Peter Sheridan, and Irving Ziller. 
 
-- Oct 16 -- 

Control Data Corp (CDC) released its model 1604 
computer, the first in the line from the company formed 
by a group that left Sperry Rand Corp., led by William 
Norris (1959).  The 1604 was the most powerful 
computer of its day, designed by Seymour Cray, who 
would go on to a career in supercomputers.  
Applications of the CDC 1604 included real-time data 
processing, controlling weapons systems, solving large-
scale scientific problems, and commercial applications. 

 
-- Oct 17 --  
Intel introduced the 32-bit 80386 CPU in 1985. The CPU was the first Intel/*86 
chip to handle 32-bit data sets and was backward compatible with previous 
generations of 80×86 CPUs. 
 

-- Oct 17 --  
The Internet Movie Database (IMDb) was launched on October 17, 1990.  The 
IMDb was created by Col Needham, following an initial posting on Usenet, which 

listed actresses with beautiful eyes.  The posting went viral and Actors and Directors lists 
were added.  Needham developed a search function for the database to cope with millions 
of entries.  In 1998, the IMDb was sold to Amazon.com for an undisclosed sum.  
Needham remained as Chief Executive and the IMDb continued to operate from his home 
in Bristol.  The IMDb website attracts over 160 million visitors each month. 
 

http://www.imdb.com/
http://www.junovo.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/cdc-1604.jpg
https://scontent-iad3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xaf1/v/t1.0-1/p50x50/420864_10150733178443949_1760089689_n.jpg?oh=806944d66333fa731e0a1989e7f1bfd0&oe=569B6ED3
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/KL_Intel_i386DX.jpg
http://wam.bcs.org/wam/logo-elements/bcslogo-web.jpg
https://images.computerhistory.org/tdih/october-15-fortranus__en_us__ibm100__fortran__autographed_primer__650x800.jpeg?w=600
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-- Oct 18 -- 
Newsweek announced its transition to an online-only format (2012).  
After nearly 8 decades, and recent financial losses that forced its sale to 
Sidney Harman, Newsweek announced that the last printing of its 
magazine would be on December 31, 2012.  In a nod to online worlds of 
communication and newsgathering, the cover of the last issue featured 
a simple title: “#LASTPRINTISSUE.” 
 

 

-- Oct 18 -- 
Nintendo released the Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) 
in New York and limited other North American markets (1985).  
An immediate hit, Nintendo released the game nationwide in 
February 1986.  Along with the NES, Nintendo released 
eighteen games that day, including 10-Yard Fight, Baseball, 
Clu CLU Land, Donkey Kong Jr. Math, Duck Hunt, Excitebike, 
Golf, Gyromite, Hogan’s Alley, Ice Climber, Kung Fu, Mach 
Rider, Pinball, Stack-Up, Tennis, Wild Gunman, Wrecking Crew, and Super Mario Bros. 
 
-- Oct 18 -- 

William Higinbotham and Robert Dvorak, Sr. showed off 
a tennis simulator game they called Tennis for Two 
(1958). Developed on a Donner Model 30 analog 
computer using an oscilloscope, it is the first known 
electronic game to use a graphical display.  Higinbotham 
and Dvorak developed the game to show off to visitors to 
the Brookhaven National Laboratory where they worked. 

The game was only shown off twice, during the laboratory’s annual visitor’s day. While 
hundreds of visitors lined up to play the game when it was made available, little was 
known about the game for decades. While somewhat similar in gameplay to the later hit 
Pong, there is no known direct relationship between the games. 
 
-- Oct 19 -- 
According to Dan Bricklin, the first “real” release of VisiCalc was completed 
and packaged for shipment.  VisiCalc was the first commercially available 
spreadsheet software and quickly became the first “killer app” of the 
personal computer market. 
 
-- Oct 20 -- 

The first Ubuntu Linux distribution was released (2004).  Ubuntu is a free 
computer operating system based on Debian GNU/Linux. Its name 
loosely translated from the Zulu means "humanity," or "a person is a 
person only through other people." Ubuntu is intended to provide an up-
to-date, stable operating system for the average user, with a strong 

focus on usability and ease of installation.  Ubuntu Linux is the most popular Linux 
distribution, claiming approximately 30 percent of desktop Linux installations.  

http://www.bricklin.com/history/saiproduct1.htm
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/2011/05/11/visicalc-unveiled/
https://assets.ubuntu.com/v1/57a889f6-ubuntu-logo112.png
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/video-setup-enlarged2.jpg
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-- Oct 20 -- 
Dr. Lee DeForest announced his three-element electrical vacuum tube, 
later known as a triode (1906). The triode was able to produce a large 
voltage-amplifying effect, which when used to amplify weak signals, 
will make long-distance communication possible for the first time. 
 
-- Oct 21 -- 

At the COMDEX computer expo in Las Vegas, Apple introduced 
the first line of PowerBook notebook computers, the PowerBook 
100, PowerBook 140, and PowerBook 170 (1991). The first truly 
portable Macintosh, the PowerBook line redefined portable 
computing and set the bar for future laptop designs. For example, 
the PowerBooks were the first laptop to have a trackball positioned 
in front of the keyboard. Most existing PC laptops of the time ran 

DOS and were therefore keyboard-oriented, requiring the use of external mice. 
 
-- Oct 21 -- 
Thomas Edison perfects the first commercially practical incandescent light 
bulb (1879). Using a filament of carbonized cotton thread, his first attempt at 
this design results in a bulb that lasts about 13.5 hours before burning out. 
He later extends the life of the bulb to 40 hours. Edison’s successful design 
came only after he had tested over 6,000 different vegetable fibers during a 
span of over 18 months running 1,200 experiments and spending $40,000. 
 
-- Oct 21 -- 

An Wang patented magnetic ferrite core memory (1949), calling it "pulse 
transfer controlling devices." Computer designers wanted to record and read 
magnetically stored information without mechanical motion.  Wang's magnetic 
core memory was key to later computer design. Wang Laboratories was 
founded 2-yrs later. 
 

-- Oct 22 -- 
Microsoft Windows 7 was released worldwide for retail sale on October 22, 
2009.  The release occurred a short 3 years after Windows Vista. 
 
-- Oct 23 – 

 
Apple introduced the iPod (2001).  Originally equipped with 
a miniature hard disk; future versions used flash memory.  
Apple said the iPod lets users “put 1,000 songs in your 
pocket.”  Although not the first handheld player for digital 
music, the iPod, in tandem with the iTunes music store, 
radically altered the way people bought, stored, shared, 
and listened to music. 
 

https://redmondmag.com/articles/2014/10/27/%7E/media/ECG/redmondmag/Images/introimages2014/140812REDMackieWin7.ashx
http://image.slidesharecdn.com/apple-140126075543-phpapp01/95/apple-history-27-638.jpg?cb=1390723031
http://www.computerhistory.org/tdih/img/21October_1.jpg?rand=964011077
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/800px-Triode_tube_1906.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/PowerBook_100_01_2007-02-17-300x237.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/bulb-large.jpg


13 

-- Oct 23 -- 
Mac OS 9 was released on October 23, 1999.  This was the final major 
release of Apple’s Classic Mac OS. 
 
 
-- Oct 24 -- 

 
Western Union completed the first transcontinental telegraph line 
across the United States, making nearly instantaneous cross-country 
communication possible for the first time (1861).  Previously, it took 
ten days for a letter to be sent from Missouri to California via the Pony 
Express.  Not coincidentally, two days later the Pony Express shut 
down operations. 
 

 
-- Oct 25 -- 
Windows XP was released (2001).  Over 400 million copies were sold 
in the 5 years preceding the introduction of Windows Vista in 2007. 
 
-- Oct 26 -- 

Microsoft Office for Mac 2011 was released on October 26, 2010.  
It provided seamless integration to 1 billion+ Mac users of MS 
Office.  Office for Mac 2016 was released on September 1, 2015. 

 
-- Oct 26 -- 

Microsoft released Windows 8 to mixed reviews (2012).  Slowly accepted by 
users, between October 2012 and January 2013, 60 million licenses for 
Windows 8 were sold.  Windows 8.1 was released in October 2013, returning 

a visible start button to the taskbar and the ability to boot to the desktop rather than the 
start screen. 
 
-- Oct 26 -- 
Saga, a silent shoot-em-up western playlet, was 
made on the TX-0 computer with help from Douglas 
Ross (1961).  MIT’s TX-0, a very early general-
purpose transistorized computer, is used to write the 
program for Saga and was comprised of 4,096 
words of magnetic core storage. The Western playlet 
was run on a CBS special for MIT's 100th 
anniversary, and in the film, 13,000 lines of code 
choreographed the movements of each object. A line 
of direction was written for each action, which was 
as granular as the movement of each actor’s hand, even if it went wrong. For example, at 
one point in the show, the sheriff put his gun in the holster of the robber which resulted in 
a never-ending loop. Computers are commonplace in filmmaking today, but Saga was one 
of the earliest films to implement computer code in its production and writing. 

http://www.wap.org/journal/macos9/OS-9c.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/2/25/Microsoft_Windows_XP_logo_and_wordmark.svg/320px-Microsoft_Windows_XP_logo_and_wordmark.svg.png
http://www.eweek.com/imagesvr_ce/522/290_Windows8_1.jpg
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-- Oct 26 -- 
The London Ambulance Service was thrown into chaos when a new Computer Aided 
Dispatch (CAD) system failed (1992). 
 
-- Oct 27 -- 
The first major network crash (4 hours) occurred (1980).  The crash of the Advanced 
Research Projects Agency Network resulted from a redundant single-error detecting code 
used for transmission but not storage, and a garbage-collection algorithm for removing old 
messages that were not resistant to the simultaneous existence of one message with 
several different time stamps. The system could not simultaneously cope with the events. 
 
-- Oct 28 -- 
US President Bill Clinton signs into law the Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act (DMCA) (1999).  The law is intended to criminalize the production 
and dissemination of technology designed to circumvent digital copyright 
protection (known as Digital Rights Management or DRM).  However, the 
law has been very controversial, with accusations of abuse of the law to 
stifle innovation and competition. 
 
-- Oct 29 -- 

 
At 10:30 pm on October 29, 1969, the first 
message was sent on the ARPANet 
(Advanced Research Projects Agency 
Network).  The ARPANet was set up by the 
Department of Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA).  
ARPANet was recognized as a pioneering 
operational packet switching network and 
the first to implement TCP/IP.  The modern 
internet is based on ARPANet technology. 
 

-- Oct 29 -- 
 
Willgodt T. Odhner was granted a 
patent for a calculating machine that 
performed multiplications by repeated 
additions (1878).  The patent, a 
modified and compact version of 
Gottfried von Leibniz's stepped wheel, 
was acquired and embodied in 
Brunsviga calculators that sold into the 
1950s (an amazing product lifetime). 
 
 
 

http://www.officemuseum.com/1906_1910_Brunsviga_Midget_er_1.jpg
http://www.yorku.ca/lbianchi/sts3700b/arpanet3.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/4833720681_270564f9a8.jpg
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-- Oct 30 -- 
The last Multics (Multiplexed Information and Computing Service) 
installation was shut down at the Canadian Department of National 
Defense in Halifax (2000).  Although the time-sharing operating system 
was not a huge commercial success, it had a significant impact on the 
industry.  The system was started as a joint project by MIT's Project MAC, 
Bell Telephone Laboratories, and General Electric Company's Large 

Computer Products Division.  Unix was developed by some of the developers of Multics 
(e.g., Ken Thompson). 
 
 
-- Oct 31 -- 
 
 
Russia launches Soyuz TM-31, 
carrying the first crew to the 
International Space Station (2000).  
The ISS has been continuously 
manned since this first mission. 
 
 
 
 
 
-- Oct 31 -- 
The first Conference on Digital Computer Technique was held at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (1945).  The conference was sponsored by the National Research 
Council, Subcommittee Z on Calculating Machines and Computation.  Attended by the 
Whirlwind team, it influenced the direction of this computer.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ken_Thompson
https://web.mit.edu/multics-history/multicsoverview_files/multics-logo.jpg
https://thisdayintechhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/800px-Soyuz_TM-31_patch-300x189.png
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Who's Who in the FPCUG 
 

Officers 
Office Name * Email Address 

President Patrice Davis president@fpcug.org 
Vice President Bill Farr vicepresident@fpcug.org 
Secretary Frank Fota secretary@fpcug.org 
Treasurer Rick Neil treasurer@fpcug.org 

 
 

Directors and Trustees 
Office Name * Email Address 

Directors Josh Cockey directors@fpcug.org 
 Ed Alexander  
 Robert Monroe  
Trustees Jon Beckett trustees@fpcug.org 
 Ed Spooner  

 Johnny Creech 
“Agent of Record” 

 

 
 

Chairmen & Representatives 
Office Name * Email Address 

APCUG Representative Frank Fota apcug_rep@fpcug.org 
Newsletter Editor Frank Fota newsletter@fpcug.org 
Webmaster Josh Cockey webmaster@fpcug.org 
Publicity Representative   

 
 

Special Interest Workshop Leaders 
Office Name * Email Address 

Open-Source Software Canceled indefinitely Request Info. 
   

 
 

* NOTE:  If you do not receive a response to an email message sent to one of the FPCUG 
officers (or group of officers) above, feel free to contact me at fotafm@gmail.com and I will 
forward the email as appropriate. 
 
 
 

FPCUG Facebook Page         FPCUG Meetup Page
  

http://www.fpcug.org/fb-whos.php
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mailto:treasurer@fpcug.org
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mailto:webmaster@fpcug.org
mailto:fotafm@gmail.com
mailto:fotafm@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
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https://www.meetup.com/fredericksburg-pc-users-group-fpcug/
https://www.facebook.com/Fredericksburg-Personal-Computer-Users-Group-FPCUG-140901812664978/?fref=ts
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